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dows of the publisher's office, admonitory of the consequences of defection. In reply to which, he* published a manifesto, resolving to issue his paper as usual, in defiance of the law.
On the 31st of October, the day before the law was to take effect, a meeting had been called at Burns's Coffee House, at which a large concourse were assembled, and resolves were passed to enforce opposition to the distribution of the stamps, and to form associations to discourage the importation of goods from Great Britain until the act was rescinded. The resolves were approved by a large majority of the meeting, and two hundred merchants subscribed them. At this meeting it was proposed to raise a committee to correspond with the different Colonies, and to propose articles of confederacy, the better to give effect to the resolves. Many prominent names were put in nomination, but the duty was declined. At length Isaac Sears, John Lamb, Gershom Mott, William Wiley, and Thomas Robinson, the most ardent of the associated Sons 6f Liberty, men whom danger could not appal, volunteered their services, and were accepted.
Gordon asserts that this committee was appointed by a meeting of the 6th November, and he is followed by all subsequent historians. But it can not be discovered from the papers of the day that any such meeting was held. Botta has been misled into a similar error; but at the same time discloses the mistake, when he says that this meeting coerced from Lieut.-Gov. Golden the surrender of the stamped paper to the corporation; an event which occurred before the day on which the meeting was said to have been held.
The cause of these errors was this: Holt's paper was is-
desert us, depend upon it, your house, person, and eiFects, will be in imminent danger. We shall therefore expect your paper on Thursday as usual; if not on Thursday evening. Take CARE.
Signed in the name, and by the order, of a great number of the Free Sons of New York.
On the Turf, the 2d November, 1765.
JOHN HAMPDEN. * Holt's paper.